Morning Prayer
“Historical Walk with St Mary and St Louis”
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Picture 1 
A painting in the chapel of the Brothers of the Hague Community depicted Jesus’ faithful disciples gathered under the cross. Among the biblical figures, there are two saints who have special connection with our founders: Sts Louis (on the left next to Mary) and Bernard (on the right next to John).
Emmaus Community, 27 August 2020

1. Song                        
Praise We Our God with Joy

* Frederick Oakeley
Praise we our God with joy and gladness never ending; 
angels and saints with us, their grateful voices blending. 
He is our Father dear, o'er filled with parent's love; 
mercies unsought, unknown, He showers from above. 
He is our Shepherd true; with watchful care unsleeping, 
on us, His erring sheep an eye of pity keeping; 
He with a mighty arm the bonds of sin doth break, 
and to our burden'd hearts in words of peace doth speak. 
Graces in copious stream from that pure fount are welling, 
where, in our hearts of hearts, our God hath set His dwelling. 
His word our lantern is; His peace our comfort still; 
His sweetness all our rest; our law, our life, His will.
2. Introduction 
(



Dear Brothers, every August 22, the Church celebrates a memorial in honor of the Queenship of Mary. This memorial is placed an octave, that is, eight days after celebrating Mary's Assumption into heaven. Three days after that, we celebrated the optional memorial of St Louis. As we already know St. Louis is one among several saints who is familiar with the FIC brothers (see picture 1). In the past, there were several saints, women and men, who became patroness or patron in our Congregation. In our “Directorium”, there is a list of their names including the months that were dedicated to them (see picts. 2 and 3)
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Picture 2. “Directorium en Boek Der Gebruiken” (Directorium and Book of Customs) for The Brothers of Maria Conceived Immaculately, printed in 1917.
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H. ALoysius, PATROON DER SCHOLEN,

God kent onze overgroote zwakheiq
en onze nel tot het kwaad; Hij kent de
gevaren, waaraan onze deugd bloot staa jn
het werk, waartoe Hij ons gebruiken wil,
n Zijne oneindige goedheid heeft Hij ons
den H. Aloysius van Gonzaga tot Bescher-
mer willen geven, opdat zijn voorbeeld en
zijne voorbede ons zou sterken in den strijd.

De Broeders moeten dien Engel van rein-
heid smeeken, dat hij hun eene groote ach-
ing en liefde voor de engelachtige deugd
verkrijge en tevens de krachten, om al de
middelen te gebruiken, die de H. Regelen
en Constitutién aanbieden, om zoowel zich
zelve, als hen, die aan hunne zorg worden
toevertrouwd, in onschuld en reinheid te
bewaren.

7. MAANDELIJKSCHE PATRONEN.

Den eersten dag van iedere maand
zal in den refter en op de slaapzaal op €en
lijst aangegeven worden de Beschermheilige,
dien de Broeders gedurende de maand zul=
len vereeren, en de deugd, waarop zij zich
gesteund door de voorbede van dien heili-
ge, meer bijzonder zullen toeleggen.
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Picture 3. List of the saints, their months of devotion, and the virtues we ask for in the “Directorium” (1917), on page 103.
By reading to that list, we realize that St Louis is not one of the “official saints” of our congregation. But we can be sure that the brothers at that time also paid a hearty devotion to St. Louis due to the fact that he is the patron saint of our founder. As evidence to that, we have the statues and pictures of St Louis displayed in our communities in the past (see picts. 4 and 5). 
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Picture 4. 
The statue of St. Louis in the corridor of the 4th floor in De Beyart, former Mother House of FIC (1896-1995).
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Picture 5. 
The picture of St Louis in the chapel of the Brothers of the Hague Community.

And the most special one, we have an embossed-picture of St Louis made from gold threat which likely has a direct connection with Msgr. Louis Rutten. That piece of art is now displayed in the corridor of the office of our General Superior (see pict. 6).
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Picture 6. 
Embossed-picture of St Louis which is now displayed in the office of General Council of FIC

(Bro. Frans)
Of the three works of art, there is one similarity which indirectly connects St Louis with St Mary. If we look closely at them, we find the lily logo in all the three; some are at the tip of the staff, as decoration of the crown, embroidered on the robe, or displayed together on a shield. In short, the lily logo is everywhere. It was the lily logo that connected the two saints. But where is the connection? 
With that question in mind, let us go a bit deeper with the hope that we will have more knowledge about what happened in the past in the life of our Congregation and hopefully from that little piece of history, we can collect crumbs of wisdom that might guide us to step forward to the future. Cicero, a philosopher, in his book “De Oratore” wrote: Historia vero testis temporum, lux veritatis, vitae memoria, magistra vitae, nuntia vetustatis (History is indeed the witness of the times, the light of truth, the life of the memory, the teacher of life, the messenger of antiquity).
2. Prayer
Let us pray

Loving Father, we thank you that throughout history, You have always sent people you chose, women and men, to deliver your message: messages of love. You blessed them with an abundance of graces and gave them the freedom to choose. And being open to your guidance, they dare to choose to be faithful to you, so that your message can be heard to the ends of the earth through the ages.
Father, may we also be open to your guidance and following the example of your messengers, may we too be transformed into the image of Christ. His person and his message had seized our Founders so that they placed their whole life in the service of God’s Kingdom. He is our Lord and Brother, forever and ever. 
Amen.

3. Song

“O, when the saints, go marching in, o when the saints go marching in. Lord, I want to be among the number. When the saints go marching in.”

4. Reflection 1



(Bro. Raphael)
Dear Brothers, when the Congregation celebrated 150 years of its existence, we received gifts from CMM Brothers in the form of circular ceramic tiles (see. pict. 7). A sentence is written there: Geboied door God en Mensen (Captivated by God and His People). It has a deep meaning for those who are called to consecrated life, because the experience of being captivated often becomes the starting point of a vocation journey and in the course of time, it might give energy to remain faithful. But that’s not our main of issue attention for now. It is the shield with the logo of Lily in the middle of the circle. Indeed, that was our logo until the new logo came in 1990. 
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       Picture 7. The gift of 150 years Jubilee of FIC from CMM Brothers. We were known by other congregation through our  congregational logo.
Twenty five years later, when our Congregation celebrated the centenary of 175 years, the brothers of the Hague community made a special piece of art mounted on the window by the stairs leading to the upper floor (see pict. 8). What's interesting about the artwork is that the lily logo was also displayed although that was not the official logo of FIC anymore. A sentence is written there Het Verhaal Gaat Verder (The Story Continues). The sentence became like a prophecy for the lily logo, because starting from 2020, it will be used again as part of the official FIC logo.







(Bro. Theo)

But the important part of that is the explanation given by the brothers concerning the lily. It is written there “Boven: de lelie is het oude logo van de FIC. De lelie staat voor de zuiverheid van Maria” (Above: the lily is the old logo of the FIC. The lily represents the purity of Mary). So it is a common understanding that the lily is a sign of purity. Mary has a character of purity because she conceived and gave birth to Jesus, son of God, as a virgin. Because of that, Maria is associated with "lily among thorns" (lilium inter spinas) in the Song of Solomon.
“I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.
As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters”.

(Song of Solomon 2:1-2)
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Picture 8.  A paper with a picture of the piece of art made by the brothers of de Hague community to mark the 175 years of FIC (on the right side) and it’s short explanation (on the left side).
Our world today offers many things that we can freely choose from. Some offers may be useful for our true happiness but some may just will lead us to false happiness or even suffering. What do we need to do continuously so that our choices will keep us pure or sincere in this world of uncertainty? How do we keep our heart so that it may becomes like a lily amid thorns?
------------------ (a short pause) -------------------

5. Song

“Oh when the saints, go marching in, o when the saints go marching in. Lord I want to be among the number. When the saints go marching in.”
6. Reflection 2



     (Bro. Augustine)
Likewise St. Louis, is often depicted with a lily in his hand or cover with a robe with lily motives. It also signifies the purity of his heart. Despite having worldly power as an emperor, he did not allow his heart to be captured by worldliness but to be filled with the Spirit of God. He devoted himself to the greater glory of God and dedicated all his means to the happiness of the poor.
His life was considered as the model of the ideal Christian life. He walked in the path Jesus had walked, which is the path of kenosis or self emptying.
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

(Philipians 2:5-8)






(Bro. Widyo)
In different ways and expressions, Msgr. Louis Rutten was also following in the footsteps of Christ who emptied himself. Our Constitutions gives a clear picture of this. Let us start with article 9: “Our Founders were committed people, filled with the Spirit of Jesus. They were seized by his person and his message”. Based on the article 9, we know that our founder was closely united with the spirit of Jesus. 
The question is, which spirit of Jesus filled and encouraged Msgr Louis Rutten? Article 95 might provide an answer to that question: “Christ himself is our example. Living a celibate life, he was totally committed to the Father and wholly directed towards his fellow-beings. In love, he completely emptied himself, becoming everything to all people”. Also in article 49 is mentioned clearly about the spirit of Jesus: “In our community we also need brothers to give guidance. They should do this in the Spirit of Jesus, who said of himself that he had not come “to be served, but to serve” (Mat 20:28).






(Bro. Remy)

If Msgr. Louis Rutten was really imbued with the spirit of self-emptying, what concrete action has he done? Article 7 gives us a very short answer: “This young priest felt a call to place his whole life and all his means in the service of the christian education and formation of the young”. Msgr. Louis Rutten became a servant for the neglected children and youth and also for the community of the brothers he had started. He did everything possible so that the work he had been started would continue to grow … het verhal gaat verder…  for the glory of God and the happiness of His people.
What is the relevance of a spirit of self-emptying for our world today? A world which increasingly fragile due to a culture of over-consumption and exploitation? What can we do to protect the heritage of our founders so that our history will not be slowly eroded by the times but continue to offer refreshment in this weary world?
------------------ (a short pause) -------------------

(Bro. Daru)
Dear Brothers, we have tried to journey together with St Mary and St Louis through some historical items and events of our Congregation, how they are presented in our Congregation and gave inspiration to our founders and the brothers before us. There are still a lot that can be done to discover more inspirations through historical items and events in our Congregation. Hopefully it will help us also to have more understanding about who we are. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. *
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

7. Song



God Groet u, Zuiv're Bloeme
 
God groet u, zuiv're bloeme, Maria maged fijn. 

Gedoog dat ik u roeme:  lof moet u altijd zijn. 

Als gij niet waart geboren, o reine maged vrij, 

wij waren allen verloren, aan u beveel ik mij! 

Maria, lelie reine, gij zijt mijn toeverlaat. 

Zoals een klaar fonteine, die nimmer stille staat. 

Zo geeft gij ons genade, en staat uw dienaars bij: 

och, sta mij ook te stade, aan u beveel ik mij! 





(God Salutes You, Pure Flower)
God salutes you, pure flower, virgin Mary.

Allow me to praise you: praise you must always be.

If you had not been born, o pure virgin,

we were all lost, I commend myself to you!

Mary,  pure lily, you are my refuge.

Like a clear fountain that never stands still.

Thus you give us grace and help your servants:

Oh, stand by me too, I commend myself to you!




Maria Bakung Indah
Maria bakung indah, mohon perlindungan
Mintakan berkat agung, dalam kesusahan.

Lindungilah badanku, jauhkan godaan 

Kunjungi tiap waktu, kami mohon doa 
Oh Putri yang tersuci, oh Ibu Maria 

Engkau harapan kami, tuntunan setia 

Oh Putri sangat murni, doakanlah hamba 

Ratu segala nabi, kami mohon doa.

Yaane Maria song
Chorus: Yaane Maria song, foo waa Naangmen Ma

Te zaa puore fo na, Tee zaa yangne fo na

1. Yaane Maria song, naangmen ben fozie

Naangmen maal fona, gang a pagbe zaa

(Hail Mary, for you are the Mother of God
We all praise you and honour you)

2. Yaane Maria song, foo do la Dapari

Puori naangmen ko te, Ke te kpe dapare.

(Hail Mary, for you have entered in to heaven,

Pray for us that we may enter heaven)
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