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Pope Francis invites Christians around the world to celebrate Laudato Si’ Week from May 16-24, 2020. This is in connection with the fifth anniversary of his encyclical about "our common house". The vision of interconnectedness which clearly appears in Laudato Si’ is strongly echoing particularly in this moment. We are in the midst of a global crisis due to the corona virus outbroke. It affects all, but especially the most vulnerable people. We are connected as humanity and only by working together we can cope with this crisis. The Dutch Religious Conference (KNR)  therefore prepared a theme of the Laudato Si Week namely "Everything is connected". Inspired by that theme, I tried to make a little bit modification and found another theme: “Together We can Create A New Earth”. 
Those themes have no significance different because both are to emphasized the interconnectedness which is the primary vision in the Laudato Si’. Our theme, however, underlines the role of us as a community of human beings, in restoring the nature that is in a deep crisis. We, as the image of God, have been given authority to cultivate and care for nature, but we tend to abuse our power and bring about destruction to the nature. That is why, there is no other party should take the responsibility in creating the new earth, but we.
Even though it is called Laudato Si’ Week, however, it is going to take place for nine days. KNR invites us to participate in this special novena prayer during the Laudato Si’ Week. The structure of the Novena, following the guidance given by the KNR, is sustained by two pillars: 1) nine “Morning Prayer Service” and 2) Common Prayer for the 5th anniversary of Laudato Si’ (see p.42-43). For the morning prayer service, each day has it’s own theme. We shall have a reading taken from the Scripture, a short text from Laudato Si’, combine with hymn, psalm/canticle, reflection, and petitions. For the evening prayer, we are going to pray “Common Prayer for the 5th anniversary of Laudato Si’ before praying Breviary. 
The Laudato Si Week is not a one-off event, but for the Church it marks the beginning of a year-long process of reflection and prayer for a world that has a future. So, our prayers is actually just a media to provoke a movement towards the nature, which can be started at the individual level and hopefully it will grow broader so together we can create a new earth.

Day 1: The Creation Story
1. Antiphon



God in Our Life, Const. 55

“Believing in God, we experience his love and his faithfulness in the whole creation and in all circumstances of our common daily existence”

2. Hymn

Easter glory fills the sky! Alleluia!

Christ now lives, no more to die! Alleluia!

Darkness has been put to flight! Alleluia!

By the living Lord of light! Alleluia.

Mary, Mother, greet your Son.

Radiant from the triumph won.

By his cross you shared his pain,

So for ever share his reign.

Shepherd , seek the sheep that strayed.

Come to contrite Peter’s aid.

Strengthened him to be the rock;

Make him shepherd of his flock.

Seek not life within the tomb;

Christ stands in the upper room.

Risen glory he conceals,

Risen body he reveals.

Though we see his face no more,

He is with us as before.

Glory veiled, he is our priest,

His true flesh and blood our feast.
3. Opening Prayer
Come Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with your goodness and grace.
Light in us the fire of your love.
God of love, we ask you,

that our love for you may grow,

So that we can do justice and let ourselves be touched,

by the cry of the poor,

and treat your creation with respect and care.

Through Christ our Lord (Amen).
4. Word of God



Genesis 1:11-12; 26-27

11 God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The earth produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,
    in the image of God he created them;
    male and female he created them.
5. Psalm
Ant. In your love, give me life, O Lord. Alleluia.

I call on you with all my heart; answer me, O Lord.

I will obey your laws.

I call on you, save me

so that I can keep your decrees.
At first light I cry to you,

I put all my hope in your word.

In the night I keep watch,

pondering your sayings.

In your mercy, Lord, hear my voice;

in your justice, give me life.

My persecutors come to do me harm:

they are far from your law.

But you, Lord, are near to me,

and you are trustworthy in all your precepts.

From the beginning I have known your decrees,

how you have made them to last forever.

Glory be to the Father ....

6. Reading 




Laudato Si’ 1
“LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs”.
7.  Meditation
A vision of the world as something originated by a holy, faithful and loving God, and as something destined to an alliance that is the salvation of everything created.

An understanding that the powerful Word of God the Creator has realized the work of creation. By his word, everything has been created out of nothing. Everything created is good in the eyes of God.
Being the work of God is the reason why creation is sacred. Human beings are the image and likeness of God; therefore, they share a common dignity and become pro-creators, that is, responsible for the preservation of God’s work in time. Dominion not dominance means that we have authority and responsibility over the welfare and well being of God’s creation.

(silent personal meditation)
8. Intercessions
Christ is the bread of life and he will raise up on the last day those who are nourished by his word and his body.

· Lord, give us peace and joy.
Son of God, risen from the dead, you are the Lord of life; bless all our brothers and make us holy.

You are the peace and joy of all who believe in you; help us to live as children of light, rejoicing in your victory.

May your pilgrim Church grow in faith; strengthen us to bear witness before the world to your resurrection.

You underwent great sufferings to enter the Father’s glory; wipe away all tears and turn sorrow into joy.

9. Closing Prayer

Creator God,

we thank you for your creation in its diversity and beauty.
We pray that we may serve you in humility,

and learn to deal respectfully with everything you have created.

We ask your forgiveness for those moments when we bring about destruction to your beautiful earth;
or have taken more than we need from the gifts of your creation.
May we be open to the cry of the earth and the poor,
that we let ourselves be touched and take steps to protect and preserve your creation.
We ask you this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. (Amen).

Day 2: The Rupture

1. Antiphon





Const. 5
“Christ calls us to consecrate ourselves for the coming of the Kingdom; the Kingdom of “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”

2. Hymn
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness;
God hath brought forth Israel into joy from sadness;
Loosed fom Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters,
Led them with unmoistened foot through the red sea waters.
’Tis the spring of souls today; Christ has burst his prison,
and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun hath risen;
All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying
from his light, to whom we give laud and praise undying.
Neither might the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal,
Nor the watchers, nor the seal hold thee as a mortal;
But today amidst the twelve thou didst stand, bestowing
That thy peace which evermore passeth human knowing.
3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God


Genesis 2:8-9; 15-17
8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
5. Canticle


Daniel 3 
Let every creature praise the Lord

Ant. 
O Lord, our God, you are blessed in the firmament of heaven and worthy of praise. Alleluia.

Blessed are you, Lord God of our fathers,

praised and exalted forever.

Blessed is the holy name of your glory

praised above all things and exalted forever.

Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory

praised and glorious above all things for ever.

Blessed are you who gaze on the depths,

seated on the cherubim,

praised and exalted forever.

Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven

praised and glorious forever.

Bless the Lord, all his works,

praise and exalt him forever.

Glory be to the Father …

6. Reading 



Laudato Si’ 2
“This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will. 
The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her waters
7. Meditation
In Genesis, the environment of the earth is presented with the metaphor of “the garden” in which “God places the human being” to “cultivate it and care for it”. Therefore, human relations with nature, with the environment of the earth, must be such the work is done as the administrator who is entrusted with something. The administration implies the conscious and responsible management of something that is entrusted to our care. We receive instructions to “care for and cultivate” God’s creation. It is an ecological instruction.
Human beings suffered sin as broken bonds on three level. A level related to God whereby humans avoid God’s presence, either by forgetting his commandments or by ignoring or forgetting the presence of God.

A second level is found among humans. Adam said to Eve: “This is, at last, bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” However, after sin, Adam complains about her partner for the sin committed by saying: “The woman you gave me to be with me”. This is the scene of the first guilt against our neighbor, the partner, for our inability to recognize our own guilt.

A third level of the broken bond is with nature, highlighted by the curse in the snake, childbirth with pain, the bread grained with effort and hard work, etc., thus evidencing the hostility between the human flowering and the power of nature.
Underlying the texts of Genesis is the interpretation of the faith that humans have introduced disturbances within the natural world. The distancing of the human being from the will of God has a cosmic impact that alters the order of creation.
What we can see is a certain deep relationship between humans and the rest of the natural world, a relationship that includes an extension of the mystery of evil nature and that originates in the human heart and that impacts the balance and harmony of nature.

(silent personal meditation)
8. Intercessions

Let us pray to the Father, the all-powerful God, who raised up Jesus, our prince and our Saviour.

– Glorify us, Lord, with the glory of Christ.
Father, you brought your beloved Son from the darkness of death to the light of glory; let us enter into the regions of your own wonderful light.

You saved us through faith in Jesus Christ; help us to live today in the grace of our baptism.

You have told us to seek the things that are in heaven; enable us to resist the attraction of sin.

Reveal the riches of our hidden life in Christ;  that people may see the signs of the new heaven and the new earth.

9. Closing Prayer 
God our Father, you guide and support us on our way through life. 
Hear our prayer, 
make our earth a garden in which it is good to live and work.

Be our refuge. 

May we experience your goodness 
and prove to the world your generosity.

In Christ our Lord. (Amen)

Day 3: Call to Conversion
1. Antiphon




Const. 15
“As brothers, we know ourselves to be called together and thus sent out to continue the work of Jesus… he brought the liberating message of the Kingdom of God as a message of love. He invites us to place ourselves completely in the service of this Kingdom.”

2. Hymn

Proclaim his triumph, heaven and earth

For Christ is risen as he said

The Crucified, the living God,

Who dwelt three days among the dead.

Christ died for us in bitter shame,

But now he lives in power and might;

His fire unquenched, his vital flame

Fills all the world with joy and light.

The uncreated Father praise,

His living and unconquered Son,

Who with the Spirit reigns supreme,

Triumphant Trinity in One.

3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



Genesis 3:8-10
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I kept myself from your eyes.”
5. Psalm



Psalm 18 (19)
Praise of God the creator
Ant. 
The glory of God will illumine the city; the Lamb will be its light, alleluia.
The skies tell the story of the glory of God,

 the firmament proclaims the work of his hands;

day pours out the news to day,

night passes to night the knowledge.
Not a speech, not a word,

not a voice goes unheard.

Their sound is spread throughout the earth,

their message to all the corners of the world.
At the ends of the earth he has set up

a dwelling place for the sun.

Like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,

it rejoices like an athlete at the race to be run.

It appears at the edge of the sky,
runs its course to the sky’s furthest edge.

Nothing can hide from its heat.
Glory be to the Father …

6. Reading 



Laudato Si’ 5
Saint John Paul II became increasingly concerned about this issue. In his first Encyclical he warned that human beings frequently seem “to see no other meaning in their natural environment than what serves for immediate use and consumption”. Subsequently, he would call for a global ecological conversion. At the same time, he noted that little effort had been made to “safeguard the moral conditions for an authentic human ecology”. 

The destruction of the human environment is extremely serious, not only because God has entrusted the world to us men and women, but because human life is itself a gift which must be defended from various forms of debasement. Every effort to protect and improve our world entails profound changes in “lifestyles, models of production and consumption, and the established structures of power which today govern societies”. 

Authentic human development has a moral character. It presumes full respect for the human person, but it must also be concerned for the world around us and “take into account the nature of each being and of its mutual connection in an ordered system”. Accordingly, our human ability to transform reality must proceed in line with God’s original gift of all that is.
7. Meditation
Since the beginning, humans have doubted the goodness of God’s work and his love; flee from his presence instead of looking for it. To give direction in the right direction to humans, God makes them realize that they are no longer in their place, directing them with this call: Where are you? This call is implicitly an invitation to return, an invitation to change their interior attitude, and invitation to conversion.
The conversion of human beings is essentially a restoration of the relationships between humans; with others, with oneself, with the environment, and with God.
Pope Paul VI declared that the dizzying industrial civilization endangers the balance of the earth, causing an irreversible deterioration that leads to a possible ecological catastrophe and the annihilation of life on earth, since “everything is bound “together” in this common home. For Pope Paul VI the interconnection is an instance that demands a greater ethical response, a human moral progress that accounts for the consequences of its actions on the ecological interweaving.

As a Church we have to “better underline the urgency and the need for a radical change in the behavior of humanity, if we want to ensure its survival,” that is, if we want to take care of the common home, the garden.
In the last decade there has been an ecological rebirth within the Church. Ecological conversion means a change in our lifestyles, as well as in our patterns of production and consumption and in the established power structure since humans seems unable to perceive other meanings of their natural environment, but only those that serve for the purpose of immediate use and consumption.

Ecological conversion requires a human ecology that “takes into account the nature of each being and their mutual connection in an orderly system” that sustains it.

(silent personal meditation)
8. Intercessions

Let us pray to the Father, whose glory was displayed in the death and resurrection of his Son.

– Lord, enlighten our minds and hearts.

God, Father of light, you have illumined the world with the glory of Christ; may the light of faith shine in our lives today.

Through the resurrection of your Son, you have opened human’s way to everlasting life; may all our work today be filled with the hope of your kingdom.

Through your risen Son you sent the Holy Spirit into the world; set our hearts on fire with his divine love.

By hanging on the cross, your Son won our lasting freedom; may he stay with us today as our Savior and Redeemer.

9. Closing Prayer 
Be powerful as the earth.

Be loving as Christ.

May we live together in joy,

And be a blessing to God and the earth and the people, now and forever. (Amen)

(In “Medidatief leven, hart voor de schepping’” van de Ionagroep NL).

1. Antiphon




Const. 19
“A valuable tradition in the Congregation is the willingness to help build a more human world outside one’s own country.”

2. Hymn

Alleluia, sing to Jesus, his the sceptre his the throne.

Alleluia, his the triumph, his the victory alone.

Hark the song of holy Sion, thunder like a mighty flood:

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by his blood.

Alleluia, not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;

Alleluia, he is near us faith believes nor questions how.

Though the clouds from sight received him when the forty days were o’er,

Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you ever more?”

3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



Joel 1:10-12; Micah 6:8
10 The fields are ruined, the ground is dried up;
the grain is destroyed, the new wine is dried up,  the olive oil fails.
11 Despair, you farmers, wail, you vine growers; grieve for the wheat and the barley,  because the harvest of the field is destroyed.
12 The vine is dried up and the fig tree is withered;
the pomegranate, the palm and the apple -  tree  all the trees of the field - are dried up. Surely the people’s joy is withered away.
_____
8He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly  with your God.
5. Psalm



Psalm 64 (65)
A Solemn Thanksgiving
Ant. 
You care for the earth, you give it water. Alleluia.
To you we owe praise, O God, in Zion;

 to you we will fulfill our vows, in Jerusalem.

It is you who answer prayers:

to you must all men come,

because we are sinners;

even if our transgressions overwhelm us,

you will blot them out.
Blessed is the man you have taken up and chosen:

he will live within your halls.

We shall be filled with the good things of your house,

with the holiness of your temple.
Marvelous is the justice with which you listen to us,

God of our salvation,

hope of all the earth and far-off coasts.
You make firm the mountains in their place,

clothed in your power and might.

You make still the roaring of the sea,

the crash of its waves; and the tumult of the peoples.
Those who live at the ends of the earth

will tremble at your wonders.

You will fill the east and the west with joy.

You have come to the earth, you have filled it,

saturated it with fruitfulness.
The river of God is filled with water,

as you prepare the harvest:

for thus you have prepared the land,

watering its furrows,

smoothing its roughnesses,

softening it with showers,

blessing the seeds within it.
You have crowned the year with your kindness.

Your footsteps will drip with fruitfulness.

The desert pastures will be soaked,

the hills will be wrapped in rejoicing.

The fields will be clothed with flocks,

the vales overflow with corn.

They will cry out, and sing your praise.

Glory be to the Father  …
6.  Reading 



Laudato Si’ 10
Saint Francis is the example par excellence of care for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and authentically. He is the patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology, and he is also much loved by non-Christians. 
He was particularly concerned for God’s creation and for the poor and outcast. He loved, and was deeply loved for his joy, his generous self-giving, his openheartedness. He was a mystic and a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with others, with nature and with himself. He shows us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society, and interior peace.
7. Meditation
“The duties we have with the environment are related to those we have for the person considered in himself and in his relationship with others” because “the way humanity treats the environment influences the way it treats  itself, and vice versa.”
It can be said that ecological conversion begins with “an effective shift in mentality that can lead to the adoption of the new life-styles in which the quest for the truth, beauty, goodness, and communion with others for the sake of common growth are the factors that determine consumer choices, savings and investments.”

An economy that has assumed the cultural eclipse of God, with the consequent loss of the “centrality of the human person,” and the principle of gratuitousness and the logic of the gift, values inherent to the creation by God, which make human beings brothers and sisters among themselves by sharing the common home, this inherited land.

The economy requires a change of logic to function correctly, assuming a people-centered ethics.
(silent personal meditation)

8. Intercessions

Let us pray to God the Father, whose Son became the Lamb without blemish to take away the sins of the world.

– God of life, save us.
Father, be mindful of your Son, who died on the cross and was raised again to life; hear him interceding for us now.

Let us cast out the leaven of corruption and malice; let us celebrate Christ’s passover in purity and truth.

May we overcome today all envy and dissension; help us to take care of our brothers in their every need.

Place deep in our hearts the spirit of the gospel; may it inspire us to keep your commandments today and always.
9. Closing Prayer 

May the Creator of all that lives and breathes, 
bless and protect our lives. 
May we,  in turn, protect everything that lives and breathes. 
May we be blessed to do so: in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Amen).


1. Antiphon




Const. 57
“As an open community, we also pay attention to the signs of the times, we fight for justice and righteousness, we are oriented towards peace.”

2. Hymn
Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya.
Battle is o’er, hell’s armies flee, 

rise we the cry of victory

With abounding joy resounding, alleluia.

Christ, who endured the shameful tree,

O’er death triumphant welcome we,

Our adoring praise outpouring, alleluia.

On the third morn from death rose he, 

Clothed with what light in heaven shall be,

Our unswerving faith deserving, alleluia.

Hell’s gloomy gates yield up their key, 

Paradise door thrown wide we see
Never-tiring be our choiring, alleluia.
Lord, by the stripes men laid on thee, 

Grant us to live from death set free,

This our greeting still repeating, alleluia.

Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya.

3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



1 Kings 19:9-14
9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
5. Psalm


Psalm 76 (77)
Remembering The Works of The Lord

Ant. 
The waters saw you, O God: you led your people through the sea. Alleluia.
I cried out loud to the Lord,
cried out to God, and he turned to me.

In my time of trouble I sought for God,

my hands stretched out all night long, 

tireless in supplication.

My soul will not be consoled: I think of God, and I sigh;

I meditate, and my spirit fails.

You have kept me awake, my eyes open;

 in my distress, I did not speak.
I pondered on the days of old,

thought through the immemorial years.

In the night I meditated in my heart.
I was troubled, and I asked my soul:
Will God reject you for ever,

will he never again take you into his favor?

Has his kindness ended forever,

his word come to an end for all generations?

Will God forget to show mercy,

will he lock up his mercies in his anger?
And I said, “I am wounded indeed,

that the Most High has changed.”

I will remember the works of the Lord.

I will remember your wonders, from the beginning.

I will ponder on all you have done,

think deeply through all your great deeds.
O God, your ways are holy:
what god is as great as our God?

You are God, you work wonders,

you made known your strength to your people.
By your own action you redeemed your people,

the children of Jacob and of Joseph.
The waters saw you, O God, the waters saw you and writhed,

stirred up even to their depths.
The clouds poured down water,
the clouds sounded their voice, your arrows shot forth.

Your voice thundered in the whirlwind,

your lightening lit up the world, the earth trembled and shook.
Your way led through the sea,

your paths through the great waters,

your steps left no trace behind them.

You led your people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
Glory be to the Father …

6. Reading 



Laudato Si’ 216
The rich heritage of Christian spirituality, the fruit of twenty centuries of personal and communal experience, has a precious contribution to make to the renewal of humanity. Here, I would like to offer Christians a few suggestions for an ecological spirituality grounded in the convictions of our faith, since the teachings of the Gospel have direct consequences for our way of thinking, feeling and living. 
More than in ideas or concepts as such, I am interested in how such a spirituality can motivate us to a more passionate concern for the protection of our world. A commitment this lofty cannot be sustained by doctrine alone, without a spirituality capable of inspiring us, without an “interior impulse which encourages, motivates, nourishes and gives meaning to our individual and communal activity”. 

Admittedly, Christians have not always appropriated and developed the spiritual treasures bestowed by God upon the Church, where the life of the spirit is not dissociated from the body or from nature or from worldly realities, but lived in and with them, in communion with all that surrounds us.
7. Meditation
Conversion is about a change, “desire to change”, that impels us to become aware of the real state of things and how is our relationship with creation, so “we must examine our lives and acknowledge the ways in which we have harmed God’s creation through our actions and/or our failure to act.”

We need to experience a conversion or change of heart. Because what does not touch the fiber of our heart does not generate real changes in behavior. 

Ecological spirituality is that way of living according to the values and beliefs that govern the fundamental choices and decisions of life. It is a new experience that forms a lifestyle alternative to the dominant culture of pure consumption and discarding.
Such spirituality can only be sustained by the essential values that faith offers; such as, the principle of gratuitousness and the logic of the gift, which expresses human fraternity and is an essential condition for opening ourselves to universal fraternity with all creation.

The economy requires a change of logic to function correctly, assuming a people-centered ethics.

(silent personal meditation)

8. Intercessions

Let us pray to God, who manifested to the apostles the glory of the risen Christ.

– Glorify us, Lord, with the glory of Christ.

Father, we praise you today with grateful hearts, because you have called us into your own marvelous light; help us always to see your loving-kindness.

Through your Holy Spirit strengthen and purify people;

give them new heart in their struggle to improve the quality of life.

May we pour out our lives in the service of people: bless our efforts, that the whole of humanity may become a sacrifice acceptable to you.

At the start of the day fill our hearts with your love; let the praise of your glory be the joy of our lives.

9. Closing Prayer 

God creator of the living things, 

Spirit and Breath that makes us live, 

bless us abundantly with wisdom, care and justice. 

Bless us in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Amen).


1. Antiphon




Const. 57
“Jesus teaches us caring love for the whole creation.”

2. Hymn

Come, O creator spirit blest
And in our souls take up thy rest.

Come with thy grace and heavenly aid,

To fill the hearts which thou hast made.

Great Paraclete, to thee we cry,

O highest gift of God most high,

O fount of life, O fire of love

And sweet anointing from above.

Thou in thy sevenfold gifts art known;
The finger of God’s hand we own;

The promise of the Father thou,

Who dost the tongue with pow’r endow.

Our senses kindle from above,

And make our hearts o’er flow with love;

With patience firm and virtue high

The weakness of our flesh supply.

3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



Matthew 6:19-21
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
5. Psalm



Psalm 62 (63)
Thirsting for God
Ant. 
Men of Galilee, why do you stand there looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken away from you up to heaven, will come in the same way as you have seen him go. Alleluia.
O God, you are my God, I watch for you from the dawn.

My soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you.

I came to your sanctuary,

as one in a parched and waterless land,

so that I could see your might and your glory.
My lips will praise you, 

for your mercy is better than life itself.

Thus I will bless you throughout my life,

and raise my hands in prayer to your name;

my soul will be filled as if by rich food,

and my mouth will sing your praises and rejoice.

I will remember you as I lie in bed,

I will think of you in the morning,

for you have been my helper,

and I will take joy in the protection of your wings.

My soul clings to you; your right hand raises me up.

Glory be to the Father …
6. Reading 



Laudato Si’ 222
Christian spirituality proposes an alternative understanding of the quality of life, and encourages a prophetic and contemplative lifestyle, one capable of deep enjoyment free of the obsession with consumption. We need to take up an ancient lesson, found in different religious traditions and also in the Bible. It is the conviction that “less is more”. 
A constant flood of new consumer goods can baffle the heart and prevent us from cherishing each thing and each moment. To be serenely present to each reality, however small it may be, opens us to much greater horizons of understanding and personal fulfilment. Christian spirituality proposes a growth marked by moderation and the capacity to be happy with little.
It is a return to that simplicity which allows us to stop and appreciate the small things, to be grateful for the opportunities which life affords us, to be spiritually detached from what we possess, and not to succumb to sadness for what we lack. This implies avoiding the dynamic of dominion and the mere accumulation of pleasures. 
7. Meditation
The central message is the possibility of achieving a personal experience of love for God, that is realized through each creature and the poor. The essential motivation for the care of nature and the care of the living beings is nothing other than love.

Love makes possible “an alternative understanding of the quality of life” for which “less is more”. The force of love can be a source of joy and celebration because we are able to discover the gratuitousness that precedes, sustains, feed and return (our feet) to the ground.
Conversion, above all, means a change in mentality, a change in the logic of thinking, given that “we need to realize that certain mindsets really do influence our behavior”. We must question our underlying “logic” to prevent us from taking the ecological issues seriously.

We need to sow a spirituality of connection with everything created. The life of the spirit is not dissociated from the body or from nature or from worldly realities, but lived in and with them in communion with all that surrounds us.

Ecological conversion involves a change in our ways of celebrating and praying. Ecological conversion is a call to all to cooperative participation, creating networks, to educate new habits and virtues that help us to get out of the simplistic thinking; “every problem has a technical solution.”

Ecological conversion is based on the experience of an ecological spirituality whose central axis is integral ecology as a paradigm of social and environmental justice.
(silent personal meditation)

8. Intercessions

Let us pray to the Lord who is now lifted up from the earth, drawing all things to himself.

– You, Christ, are the king of glory.

Lord Jesus, you offered one sacrifice for sin and then ascended in victory to the Father; achieve the eternal perfection of those whom you are sanctifying.

Eternal priest, minister of the new covenant, you are alive and interceding for us; save your people who turn to you in prayer.

After your passion, you appeared to your disciples, and they knew you to be alive: strengthen our belief that you are with us today.

On this day you promised the Holy Spirit to the apostles, for the spreading of your gospel to the ends of the earth; strengthen us by the power of the Spirit in bearing witness before the world.

9. Closing Prayer 

May God who made the dance of life, 

who rejoices in the flowers of the field, 

who has recreated chaos into order, 

lead us to life and to the church 

in which God’s glory is reflected in creation. 

We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord. (Amen).


1. Antiphon





Const.  2
“We believe that our whole life unfolds within the infinite space of a personal God who embraces us and all men and all that is, and who is love.”

2. Hymn
Spirit divine, attend our prayers, and make our hearts your home;
Descend with all your gracious powers, O come, great Spirit, come.

Come as the light to us reveal, our need of your below;
And lead us in those paths of Life, where all the righteous go.
Come as the fire and purge our hearts, with sacrificial flame;
Let our whole self an off’ring be, to our Redeemer's name.

Come as the dew and sweetly bless, this consecrated hour;
May bareness rejoice to own, your fertilizing power.

Spirit divine, attend our prayers, make a lost world your home;
Descend with all your gracious powers, O come, great Spirit, come.
3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



Rom 8:18-23
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.
5. Psalm


Psalm 147 (147B)
God the foundation of Jerusalem
Ant. 
Sion, praise your God, for he has established peace in your land, alleluia.
Praise the Lord, Jerusalem — Zion, praise your God.

For he has strengthened the bars of your gates,

he has blessed your children.

He keeps your borders in peace,

he fills you with the richest wheat.

He sends out his command over the earth,

and swiftly runs his word.

He sends down snow that is like wool,

frost that is like ashes.
He sends hailstones like crumbs

 who can withstand his cold?

He will send out his word, and all will be melted;

his spirit will breathe, and the waters will flow.

He proclaims his word to Jacob,

his laws and judgments to Israel.

He has not done this for other nations:

he has not shown them his judgments.

Glory be to the Father …
6. Reading 



Laudato Si’ 70, 83
These ancient stories, full of symbolism, bear witness to a conviction which we today share, that everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our relationships with nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others.
-----

The ultimate destiny of the universe is in the fullness of God, which has already been attained by the risen Christ, the measure of the maturity of all things. Here we can add yet another argument for rejecting every tyrannical and irresponsible domination of human beings over other creatures. 
The ultimate purpose of other creatures is not to be found in us. Rather, all creatures are moving forward with us and through us towards a common point of arrival, which is God, in that transcendent fullness where the risen Christ embraces and illumines all things. Human beings, endowed with intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are called to lead all creatures back to their Creator.
7. Meditation
Jesus insists that evil comes from within human being, not from things. The gospel of John begins by indicating that, in the being of Jesus Christ, the mystery of God is introduced into the history, not only of humanity, but of all creation. God is inserted into the created cosmos, suffering its same fate. This introduction of God in his work not only reaffirms the positive value that God gives to creation, but also it includes his commitment to its destiny.

The effects of the resurrection of Christ determine a renewed configuration of the cosmos and of the human being. The whole of what is created now experiences that newness of being, although awaiting it final deployment with the “new heaven and earth”. From faith, the new creation does not consist in a mere restoration of the ecological balance. This new cosmic reconfiguration is extended in history through the Holy Spirit.
The new creation takes place in an tension between the definitive that is coming (the new man who is born) and the past that is being left behind (the old man who dies). In this process all creation participates yearningly. In some way, this present time Christian live in today is from faith, the time of transformation by the conversion to the new realities by humanity and the entire cosmos. In that time, we can see the ecological awakening (and all ecological activity that accompanies it) as a way of expressing concretely our faith entrusted to the Resurrection.
(silent personal meditation)
8. Intercessions

Let us pray to Christ, who ascended into heaven to send the Holy Spirit to the apostles.

– Send your Spirit upon us.

Lord, pour on us the Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father; clothe us with power from on high.

You wanted your disciples to be wise as serpents and yet simple as doves:  teach us by your Spirit wisdom and simplicity.

You are now seated at the right hand of the Father; intercede for us now, as we look to you, our Eternal Priest. 
Let us suffer with you in our time of sorrow; may we rise with you in glory.

9. Closing Prayer 


A prayer for our earth
(Laudato Si’)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace. (Amen).


1. Antiphon




Const.  28
“It is a blessing that through our work in whatever field, we can help our fellow-beings.”
2. Hymn

Into our hearts, O Spirit come. O love of God, most holy.

Breath forth your fire send winds of flame. 

And kindle all that’s lowly.

Our hearts are restless ‘till they burn,

On fire with you for whom they yearn.

Come give us light and wisdom.

How good and wise your light to us.

How kind your consolation.

We hear you speak our hearts’ own tongue,

And fill with admiration.

By you our nature’s wounds are nursed,

Your living waters cool our thirst.

Come give us light and wisdom.

O come renew  the face of earth, with love beyond all telling.

And give your joy to breasts of those,

In whom you make your dwelling.

Transform us by your living flame;

Come, strengthen us to praise your name.

Come give us light and wisdom.
3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



Matthew 25: 34-40
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
5. Psalm


Psalm 91 (92)
Praise of God, The Creator
Ant. 
You have made me glad, O Lord; for the works of your hands I shout with joy, alleluia.
It is good to praise the Lord,

and to sing psalms to your name, O Most High,

to proclaim your mercy in the morning

and your faithfulness by night;

on the ten-stringed lyre and the harp,

with songs upon the lyre.

For you give me joy, Lord, in your creation:

I rejoice in the work of your hands.

How great are your works, O Lord,

how immeasurably deep your thoughts.

The fool does not hear,

the slow-witted do not understand.

When the wicked sprout up like grass,

and the doers of evil are in full bloom,

it will come to nothing, for they will perish forever and ever;
but you, Lord, are the Highest eternally.

For behold, Lord, your enemies, how your enemies will perish,

how wrongdoers will be scattered.

You will give me strength as the wild oxen have;

I have been anointed with the purest oil.

I will look down upon my enemies,

and hear the plans of those who plot evil against me.

The just will flourish like the palm tree,

grow tall like the cedar of Lebanon.

They will be planted in the house of the Lord;

in the courts of our God they will flourish.

They will bear fruit even when old,

fresh and luxuriant through all their days.
They will proclaim how just is the Lord, my refuge,

for in him there is no unrighteousness.

Glory be to the Father …
6.  Reading 




Laudato Si’ 92
Moreover, when our hearts are authentically open to universal communion, this sense of fraternity excludes nothing and no one. It follows that our indifference or cruelty towards fellow creatures of this world sooner or later affects the treatment we mete out to other human beings. We have only one heart, and the same wretchedness which leads us to mistreat an animal will not be long in showing itself in our relationships with other people. 
Every act of cruelty towards any creature is “contrary to human dignity”. We can hardly consider ourselves to be fully loving if we disregard any aspect of reality: “Peace, justice and the preservation of creation are three absolutely interconnected themes, which cannot be separated and treated individually without once again falling into reductionism”. 

Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth. 
7. Meditation
The concept of integral ecology would seem to connect two planes, one physical and the other spiritual. On the physical plane, it means that the ecological integrity in particular geography and social justice in that environment are two faces in the same coin. They are united because human beings and nature are part of interdependent and nourishing systems of life.
On the spiritual plane, integral ecology connects the exercise of care for the natural world with the exercise of justice towards the poorest and most disadvantaged people of the earth, who represent God’s option of presence in revealed history, those with whom he identified.

What ecological conversion is meant for indicates that my faith and my future (eschatological) hope of (wait for) “new heaven and earth” may be seen as the same as the present moment in terms of the Gospel: “As often as you did this to my little ones you did it to me,” including creatures.
Ecological conversion is crucial for the present generation. Among the principal challenges before us, “climate change”, with grave implications” environmental, social, economic, political, and for the distributions of goods.

“We must be ever more acutely aware of the importance of accelerating and adapting our actions in responding adequately to both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor”.

(silent personal meditation)

8. Intercessions

To Christ be praise and glory! He promised the apostles that the power of the Holy Spirit would come upon them.

– Send forth your light and your truth.
You are the Word of truth, the wisdom and splendor of the Father; let us be your witnesses today, in word and in deed.

May we recognize the things of the Spirit and set our hearts on them; where our hearts are, there will our treasure be.

Grant that the Holy Spirit may come to help us in our weakness; and teach us how we ought to pray.

Let us be filled with all knowledge and love; enable us to counsel one another in truth and charity.

9. Closing Prayer 



Our God, help us to become servants of Justice and Peace,

That we honour you in our reverence for your creation,

which you have destined 

for the well-being of your people on earth.

We ask you this in Christ our Lord. (Amen)

1. Antiphon




Const. 10
“Protecting the heritage of our Founders implies for us: - that we keep an open eye to sound development.”

2. Hymn

Come Holy Ghost, creator come,

From thy bright heavenly throne.

Come, take possession of our souls,

And make them all thy own.

O guide our minds with thy lest light,

With love our hearts inflame;

And with thy strength, which ne’er decays,

Confirm our mortal frame.

Far from us drive our deadly foe;

True peace unto us bring;

And through all perils lead us safe,

Beneath thy sacred wing.

All glory to the Father be,

With his co-equal Son,

The same to Thee, great Paraclete,

While endless ages run. 
3. Opening Prayer (See p. 4)
4. Word of God



Galatia 5: 22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
5. Canticle



Wisdom 9:1-6,9-11
Ant. The Lord’s right hand has raised me up, alleluia.

God of my fathers, Lord of mercy,
you who have made all things by your word
And in your wisdom have established man 
to rule the creatures produced by you,
To govern the world in holiness and justice, 
and to render judgment in integrity of heart:

Give me Wisdom, the attendant at your throne, 
and reject me not from among your children;
For I am your servant, the son of your handmaid, 
a man weak and short-lived 
and lacking in comprehension of judgment and of laws.

Indeed, though one be perfect among the sons of men, 
if Wisdom, who comes from you, be not with him, 
he shall be held in no esteem.

Now with you is Wisdom, who knows your works 
and was present when you made the world; 
Who understands what is pleasing in your eyes 
and what is conformable with your commands.

Send her forth from your holy heavens 
and from your glorious throne dispatch her 
That she may be with me and work with me, 
that I may know what is your pleasure.

For she knows and understands all things, 
and will guide me discreetly in my affairs 
and safeguard me by her glory.  
Glory be to the Father …
6. Reading 



Laudato Si’ 160
What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to children who are now growing up? This question not only concerns the environment in isolation; the issue cannot be approached piecemeal. When we ask ourselves what kind of world we want to leave behind, we think in the first place of its general direction, its meaning and its values. Unless we struggle with these deeper issues, I do not believe that our concern for ecology will produce significant results. 
But if these issues are courageously faced, we are led inexorably to ask other pointed questions: What is the purpose of our life in this world? Why are we here? What is the goal of our work and all our efforts? What need does the earth have of us? It is no longer enough, then, simply to state that we should be concerned for future generations. We need to see that what is at stake is our own dignity. Leaving an inhabitable planet to future generations is, first and foremost, up to us. The issue is one which dramatically affects us, for it has to do with the ultimate meaning of our earthly sojourn. 
7. Meditation
The spirit of God renews the face of the earth in and through us. The Psalmist says: “You send forth your Spirit, everything is recreated, and you renew the face of the earth.” The book of Acts of the Apostles finds a significant correspondence in this psalm, which is a great praise to God Creator. The Holy Spirit that Christ has sent from the Father and the Creator Spirit who has given life to each thing are one and the same.
Our faith in creation tells us that the “garden” in which we live has been entrusted to us to cultivate and guard it with respect. The action of the Spirit is  and has always been to be our guide to the full truth, so that we can bear fruit and thus renew the earth. We are invited to experience the spirituality of ecology in which the gifts of the Spirit are of inestimable help. 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are:

Piety – that enables us to experience reverence before the God of life, the Creator, whose love is in every creature.

Fear of the Lord – as a subjective experience of wonder, awe, before the beauty, the goodness and the truth that is discovered before our eyes.

Wisdom – that reveals ever deeper meanings to us about life.

Understanding – that opens our eyes to see that everything is interconnected in this world that surrounds us and of which we are part of, of it’s wave.

Knowledge – that allows us to discover that the universe reflects in itself and through us the image of the Creator.

Counsel – that allows us to practice justice with mercy and humility.

Fortitude – that instills in us the courage, the strength, to act; many times with sacrifice.
(silent personal meditation)
8. Closing Prayer 
A Christian prayer in union with creation
Father, we praise you with all your creatures. 
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, 
filled with your presence and your tender love. 

Praise be to you!
Son of God, Jesus,
through you all things were made.
You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth,
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every creature in your risen glory.
Praise be to you!
Holy Spirit, by your light
you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts 
and you inspire us to do what is good.
Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you
in the beauty of the universe,
for all things speak of you.
Awaken our praise and thankfulness
for every being that you have made. 
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love
for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life,
to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom
of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you! Amen.

Loving God,

Creator of heaven and earth and all that is in them,

You created us in your own image 
and made us stewards of all creation.

You blessed us with the sun, water, and bountiful land 
so that all might be nourished.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

So that we may attend to your gift of creation.

Help us to be conscious that our common home 
belongs not only to us; but to all of your creatures 
and to all future generations,
and that it is our responsibility to preserve it. 
May we help each person secure the food and resources that they need.

Be present to those in need in these trying times, 
especially the poorest and those most at risk of being left behind.

Transform our fear and feelings of isolation 
into hope and fraternity, 
so that we may experience a true conversion of the heart.

Help us to show creative solidarity 
in addressing the consequences of this global pandemic. 
Make us courageous to embrace the changes 
that are needed in search of the common good. 
Now more than ever, 
may we feel that we are all interconnected and interdependent. Enable us to listen and respond 
to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.

May the present sufferings 
be the birth pangs of a more fraternal and sustainable world. Under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians, 
we make this prayer through Christ, our Lord.
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