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*
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*
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What is synodality?

By Patrick Yodzis 

What do synodal and synodality mean?

The words come from synod, which is of Greek origin and means “common way,” or “journeying together.” The Church has a long history of synods, in which an assembly of bishops gathers and listens to one another about a specific subject. The word “synodal,” as it is being used now, draws from the meaning and history of synods to describe, not just a meeting of bishops, but something involving the whole People of God. As Pope Francis said, “Brothers and sisters, be a ‘synod’, in other words, ‘journey together.’” But it is not only journeying together, though. 

“Synodal” means there is listening and dialogue. Far from suppressing or excluding those who do not conform, synodality means we open our ears to each other. It is not about who gets to control the Church, or who makes the decisions, or even what makes it into the final documents of the synodal process. Synodality is about all of us learning to listen to one another, especially to those fellow Christians who are right in front of us. It is important for the clergy to listen to the laity, though synodality is not limited to that.

Above all, however, the synodal process is a journey in and with the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the main protagonist, and without Him, there will be no synod. That is why at the beginning of the synod the Pope said the following: I am certain the Spirit will guide us and give us the grace to move forward together, to listen to one another and to embark on a discernment of the times in which we are living, in solidarity with the struggles and aspirations of all humanity. I want to say again that the Synod is not a parliament or an opinion poll; the Synod is an ecclesial event and its protagonist is the Holy Spirit. If the Spirit is not present, there will be no Synod.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Putting this together, synodal and synodality can be understood as journeying together, listening to one another, and trusting in the Spirit. These characteristics describe a synodal Church. It is a Church in which the People of God are in communion with Our Lord and one another, are participating in both the life of Christ and the lives of their neighbours, and are united in the common mission of the Spirit. Synodality is an ecclesial characteristic of journeying together and listening to one another in the Spirit.

If we do not journey together as a unified body then there will be divisions and separations (as has happened so often throughout Church history). The unity of the Church and journeying together is the same thing. Walking together is a condition for following Jesus. We cannot follow Him by taking a different road than the one He is travelling on. His Incarnation itself was an act of walking together with humanity, and, in His ministry, Jesus consistently reaches out to the poor, the outcasts, and the suffering. He is patient with the disciples and hardest on those who despise others (cf. Lk 18:9). He is the model for what Pope Francis calls, “servants of life in this wounded time.”

Focusing on the model of Christ walking with us, “enables us to interpret reality with the eyes and heart of God.” “Synodality” is simply a new way of expressing what is integral to the life of the Church. The Holy Spirit is the Soul of the Church. He animates and gives life to the Church, and He guides and animates this journey and empowers us to listen to one another along the way.

Source: https://wherepeteris.com/synodalityissimple/
[image: image9.wmf] SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Report UISG and USG Meeting in Rome
A joint meeting was held from November 22nd to 24th, 2023, at the "Fraterna Domus" Spirituality House in Sacrofano (Rome). It was organized by the Executive Councils of the International Union of Superiors General (UISG) and the Union of Superiors General (USG). Its theme was "Synodality: A renewed call for the prophecy of hope." This historic gathering marked the first joint meeting of the two unions, aiming to strengthen collaboration and explore possibilities for joint initiatives.

The meeting brought together 250 Superiors General, consisting of 125 male and 125 female religious leaders. The primary focus was to listen to the testimonies and insights of members of the two Unions who participated in the just-ended Synod in October 2023 in Rome. We (UISG and USG) the members shared insights on the challenges faced by contemporary religious life, emphasizing synodality as a way of life and becoming prophetic bearers of hope in today's world.

The presidents of the two Unions, Sr. Mary T. Barron and Fr. Arturo Marcelino Sosa, delivered welcome addresses that underscored the significance of this joint meeting. They envisioned it as a catalyst for a deeper synodal journey, fostering communion and enabling a fruitful mission within the Church. The conference provided a valuable platform for sharing ideas, engaging in discernment, and renewing the commitment to a more synodal Church.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1During the first day of the meeting, delegates shared insights from the Synodal Assembly held in October 2023. This assembly facilitated discussions on personal experiences, challenges, and open questions. The methodology employed during the Synod Assembly, known as "Conversation in the Spirit," was highlighted as a key approach to discernment. To adopt this process during the upcoming FIC Provincial and General chapters, I wish to offer a brief explanation of the process below. 

The three-step process of "Conversation in the Spirit."
The synodal process, known as "Conversation in the Spirit," is a structured and purposeful dialogue. It aims to explore and discern the Spirit's collective invitation and calling to the community. The process emphasizes shared reflection and communal discernment to identify common actions and responses to issues. 

1. During the first round of sharing, participants are given a designated period of time, typically 2-3 minutes, to reflect and respond to the questions presented. These questions include "What is the Spirit inviting and calling us to collectively discern at this present time?" and "What actions can we creatively undertake individually and collectively to fulfil our mission in the church/society today?"
It is important for participants to express their responses without engaging in commenting (rebuttals), debates or discussions during this round. To ensure a smooth flow, a timekeeper is responsible for managing the sharing time and ensuring a pause between each participant's sharing.

2. Second round of sharing: Participants have a maximum of 2 minutes to share (again) their insights (having listened to others), focusing on what resonated with them, any points of dissonance, and connections with their feelings. This round aims to facilitate a deeper understanding of diverse perspectives within the group. By hearing from one another, participants can gain new insights and broaden their understanding of the issue(s).

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 13. In the third round of sharing, a spokesperson or secretary is appointed to compile notes during the small group discussions. During this round, representatives from each small group share key insights, themes, or common threads that emerged during their discussions. This phase allows for a broader perspective, bringing together the collective wisdom and discernment of the entire community. The sharing time for this round is typically set at 45 minutes to ensure a comprehensive exploration of the insights gathered from different groups. By sharing and synthesizing the various perspectives, the community can gain a deeper understanding of the invitation of the Spirit and discern common actions that can be taken for the highest good of the community and beyond. The synodal process emphasizes active listening, respectful sharing, and discernment guided by the Spirit. It allows space for participants to move from individual reflections to small group insights and, ultimately, to a collective discernment that can inform the future actions and directions of the consecrated life community on a global scale.

[image: image10.wmf]Cardinal Robert Prevost, the Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, concluded the testimonies by highlighting the valuable opportunity presented by the joint meeting to delve deeper into the foundation and significance of the prophecy of hope in the synodal journey of the Church. 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On the second day of the meeting, we had a delightful encounter with Pope Francis. The Pope's fraternal conversation with the audience highlighted the challenges and dreams regarding the Synod, emphasizing the opposition of clericalism to synodality. Religious leadership was urged to illuminate current events and prioritize the prophetic ministry over material wealth. The Pope stressed patience and understanding in working with young people, emphasizing collaboration and respecting their experiences. He urged us to welcome, accompany, promote, and integrate migrants.

Additionally, a separate meeting was held for Superiors General of Brother congregations. The key focus was to evaluate the formation program that was organized in Rome. Plans for future joint projects and programs were also discussed. It was a good time, a moment of grace, and I am grateful for your prayerful support, my brothers. 
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Bro. Augustine Kubdaar
General Superior
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canonical Visitation Chile 2023
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From 25 October to 19 November 2023, Bros. Augustine Kubdaar and Raphael Besigrinee made a canonical visit to Chile. This province now consists of 8 brothers: 3 Chilean, 2 Spaniard, 2 Indonesian and 1 Dutch. They are living in two small communities, namely San Antonio and San Louis, both in Talca.  They have a house in Buín, near Santiago, which is temporarily occupied. The main apostolate of the brothers is education and formation.  The educational institutions they run include a technical school “Centro Educacional Alberto Hurtado” located in Santiago;  a school for handicapped children “Centro de Educacion Especial Hermano Bernardo” in Buín; another technical school “Centro Educacional Louis Rutten” in Talca; and a primary school “Centro Educacional San Antonio” also in Talca. The brothers also run a foundation in Talca called "Fundación Louis Rutten" - a Centre that trains people in capacity building and targets those from poor economic backgrounds by providing them with skills such as carpentry, building, machine operation, among others.

The official visit began with our meeting with the provincial council on 30 October 2023. We conducted the visit around the theme "Closeness as a culture of encounter with God and People." We visited both communities and had personal sharing with all the brothers as stipulated in article 141 of our constitution. The sharing allowed us to listen to their feelings, experiences, joys, dreams, and challenges.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1We also had the opportunity to visit their places of apostolate. This offered us the opportunity to understand better the latest situation in the province. We had meetings and encounters with the coworkers of all their apostolic areas, the teaching and nonteaching staff, the Management Teams of the FIC Educational Network and most significantly, took part in the celebration of the 70th anniversary of FIC presence in Chile.

[image: image11.wmf]The 70th anniversary celebration was an important occasion we were privileged to witness. The celebration was spread throughout the period of our visit and ended with what they called “Semana FIC” which describes the annual “FIC week” celebration in the FIC schools in Chile. Among the activities marking the celebration were display of the anniversary logo and paraphernalia,  pictures of our Founders, and the statue of Mary in all their schools. They also displayed names of FIC Brothers who ever worked in Chile and conducted prayers sessions focused on the values of FIC. These values were prominently displayed in their classrooms. The students of  the school for the handicapped in Buín performed a drama depicting the arrival of the first FIC missionary brothers in Chile in 1953. Other events included meetings and discussion sessions of the FIC Management Teams. The epic event  that brought together personnel of all FIC institutions in Chile took place in Piedra Rio on 10 November 2023. Here, we began with a Eucharistic celebration followed by a two-hour indoor games amidst a heavy downpour, and  climaxed with an sumptuous dinner. The event which brought together 193 FIC educational personnel, ended with awards to deserving personnel.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our witness of these impressive activities left us with no doubt that the life of the FIC personnel is well integrated in the apostolic life of the FIC Brothers. This also convinced us of the enthusiasm of their co-workers, teachers, students and collaborators, as well as their willingness to spread the values of FIC in the Chilean society. On behalf of the Congregation, the General Superior Bro. Augustine Kubdaar, congratulated them on their achievements, especially in three significant landmarks in the province's development, namely 70 years of apostolic presence in Chile, 60 years of existence of Alberto Hurtado Technical School, and 40 years of service of Hermano Bernado School. He ended his speech with these words: “Celebrating an anniversary is a moment to be grateful to God, the creator of life and all that exists. It is also a moment to look into the past with gratitude for what we have accomplished thus far.”

On 17 November we brought the canonical visit to a conclusion. The gathering took place in San Antonio community during which we gave our feedback. This includes our impressions on the visit, commendations and concerns. Part of this presentation was in a reflective form, which concluded as follows: The call to be Religious has two components: (a) to Be like Christ and (b)To continue with the apostolate of Christ. Our call to BE(ING) like Christ and to show brotherly love and support to one another, is properly captured by the words of Bro. Bernardus that "Brotherly love is the Queen of the Congregation." We encourage you to seriously discern how you wish to promote your being Brothers to one another, especially when it is no longer possible for you to be active in apostolate.”

What was obvious during this visit is the inability of the visitors to speak Spanish; sometimes we were not able to understand each other in a deeper sense, yet we considered the personal contacts and brotherly sharing as the vital part of this visit. Nevertheless, we are grateful to the PCC and all brothers for their hospitality and for ensuring the success of the visit.

Bros. Augustine Kubdaar and Raphael Besigrinee

Brothers FIC Family Feast 2023, Wa 
On the 21st of November 2023, the Brothers FIC in Ghana celebrated their annual family feast, coinciding with the feast of the presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This year's celebration theme was "Deepening Our Religious Identity as Brothers FIC in the 21st Century." The day was filled with various activities culminating in an evening Eucharistic Celebration. 

During this special day, the Brothers commemorated the 183 years of our Congregation's existence, the 58th anniversary of FIC presence in Ghana, and the Silver Jubilee of Bro. Felicio Timyang Gyeyir's religious profession. Before the family feast, the Provincial Council organized a workshop on "Corporate Governance and Ethical Investment" for all the Brothers. 

Apart from the formal discussions held during the workshop, the day also allowed the Brothers to come together as one family, celebrating their collective and individual achievements. The morning began with a serene and composed atmosphere as the Brothers gathered in the ISTC Chapel for a prayer service led by the liturgy committee. 

Following the prayer service, the Brothers convened in one of the ISTC conference halls for the family meeting. The Provincial Superior, Bro. Seregeous Dery warmly welcomed the Brothers to the feast and encouraged them to take this occasion as a chance to rejuvenate themselves and strengthen their brotherly solidarity. Important topics relevant to our life were thoroughly discussed. The Provincial Council also took the opportunity to update the Brothers on general happenings in the province.

After extensive discussions among the brothers, we decided to take a break for lunch and a short rest before engaging in games and sports. The Sports Committee organized a volleyball competition between the Southern and the Northern Zones. This proved to be an exhilarating event. Later in the evening, we concluded the day with a Eucharistic Celebration, expressing our gratitude to God for the blessings and favours bestowed upon us throughout the year. We also sought His unwavering mercy for the upcoming year. The Eucharistic Celebration was led by Very Rev. Fr. Cletus Kulah, the [image: image12.wmf]Parish Priest of St. Cecilia's Parish.

The Brothers moved to the forecourts of ISTC to continue the festivities. Bro. Felicio was honoured with gifts in recognition of the significant milestone in his religious profession. Additionally, a Bawa group treated us to a captivating performance of local music and dance. The local dance troupe's enthralling performance had everyone on their feet.

A notable moment of the day was when Bro. Jerome presented to Bro. Felicio with a gift on behalf of the Provincial Council to commemorate his Silver Jubilee. Overall, the day was well-celebrated.

Bro. Prosper Ganye, St. Louis Community, Wa

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Temporary Professed Brothers’ Weekend Session
St. Louis Community, Wa

The Temporary Professed Brothers (TPBs) weekend encounter that took place from 16 – 17 November 2023 was the second in a series of weekend sessions held this year. The encounter forms part of efforts aimed at meeting the ongoing formation needs and requirements of the TPBs in the Province. Above all, the session provides a suitable platform and affords the young brothers the opportunity to bond and share their joys and challenges, helping to inspire and encourage one another in their ongoing formation process. This time, the session recorded a hundred percent (100%) turnout; all twelve (12) TPBs participated, which is an unprecedented feat. It has often been very difficult getting all the young brothers to attend the program due to our different apostolic engagements.
The young brothers arrived on Thursday, November, 16 in the evening. We had supper together before meeting briefly in the St. Louis conference hall to be introduced to the program. The following day, we kick-started the program with an inspiring and reflective prayer service led by Bros. Callistus Y. and Frederick K. This was immediately followed by a welcome address delivered by the Coordinator of TPBs, Bro. Alpitio Kog, on behalf of the Provincial Superior.
The platform was then set for the young brothers to share joys and challenges. It emerged from the sharing that each brother’s experiences were not entirely different from the others’, and that created a sense of similarity in what pertains to the FIC culture. 
Our first resource person, Fr. John of God Kpierale, had already arrived to give his input on the topic, “Living Consecrated Life as a Temporary Professed Brother in the light of Spiritual Direction and Accompaniment.” Fr. John encouraged the young brothers to safeguard our vocation by taking our spiritual direction and accompaniment seriously.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1According to him, spiritual direction and accompaniment help to prevent deviations in the life. Further highlighting the importance of spiritual direction, he intimated that the exercise helps us to desist from making a subjective interpretation of our experiences. This enables us to discern the true spirit from other spirits. 

The Holy Spirit is the principal director, assisted by human agents. Notwithstanding the benefits derived from spiritual direction, some people do not take it seriously or even abandon it all together because of the following reasons: a narrow and poor understanding of the concept, a false sense of self-sufficiency, refusal to examine themselves, neglect of prayer and spiritual life among others. He concluded by cautioning the young brothers to be aware of the presence of God in our lives, hence the need to deepen our prayer life and conform our inner lives more closely to Christ through spiritual direction and accompaniment.
[image: image5.wmf]
  The young Brothers with Fr. John of God after his presentation.

Our second speaker was, Bro. Methodius Kuusoru. His topic was, “The Consecrated Life: A call to availability and service.” In his introduction, Bro. Method painstakingly took us through the rich history of consecrated life, exposing us to the different categories therein. He talked about the Societies of Apostolic life such as Missionaries of Africa, the Circular Institutes such as Daughters of Charity, and the Institutes of Consecrated Life where the Brothers FIC belong.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1He cautioned the young brothers to be wary of greed and the crave for material possessions which have now become the order of the day. He urged us to remain focused on our growth in the life amidst the myriads of challenges that confront us. There is the need to constantly ask ourselves: how resolved am I in my desire to follow Christ especially when faced with life’s storms and challenges? He further encouraged the TPBs to make their lives as profitable to the communities as possible, adding that we can derive a lot of fulfilment and enrichment from the service we render to our communities. We must endeavor to get actively involved in our community affairs to the extent that, when we are not around, our absence would be felt by the other members.

 [image: image6.wmf]
The young brothers with Bro. Methodius after his presentation.

After the second presentation, we evaluated the entire session and brought proceedings to a close in the form of a prayer service. In a nutshell, the encounter was very fruitful, and participants were enriched through the sharing and the inputs from the two resource persons.
Bro. Prosper Ganye, St. Louis community, Wa

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1First Profession of Religious Vows, Malawi
On 21st November every year, the Brothers FIC commemorate the foundation of the Congregation. The day also marks the feast of the presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In Malawi Province, this is the day most of the professions or jubilees are also celebrated. 
This year on 18 November 2023, the province witnessed the first profession of vows of three novices, namely Amos Kamwendo, Emmanuel Tambala and Charles Doviko. The celebration, which took place in Mzedi started with a Eucharistic celebration t 9:30 am presided over by the Bishop of Chikwawa Diocese, Most Rev. Fr Peter Musikuwa. In attendance was the Vicar General of Blantyre Archdiocese, Fr. Boniface Tamani, some priests, religious brothers and sisters, families and friends of the novices, and a good number of parishioners. Mzedi Joint Choir spiced up the event with soul-uplifting songs of jubilation in honour of the newly professed brothers.

[image: image13.wmf]
Bishop Peter Musikuwa presiding over mass.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Emphasizing on the Gospel text from Matthew (1:18-25) which tells the story of the birth of Jesus, the Messiah, through the Blessed Virgin Mary, the main celebrant underlined the need for FIC Brothers to emulate the example of Mary, since she is part and parcel of our spirituality. For our newly professed brothers, the main celebrant advised them to look at Jesus Christ as their motivation and Mary their model.
[image: image14.wmf]The effort in seeing Christ as the centre of our motivation was emphasized by the Bishop, the Vicar General and the Provincial Superior during their speeches. All speakers made reference to the challenges people face in the different vocations in the church: priesthood, religious life, married life, among others. However, if one relies on prayer and have faith in God, surely many good things will come his/her way. In summary, the Bishop said “faith in God does not prevent problems from coming our way but provides strength to endure them”. The Provincial Superior, Bro Lawrence Sitima encouraged all the brothers to support the newly professed brothers on their life journey.
After the Eucharistic celebration, the Bishop, all priests, religious brothers and sisters, parents of newly professed brothers and invited guests were welcomed at the formation house for lunch. The rest were served in the hall of St Patrick’s Secondary School.
Malawi Province is grateful to God for this positive development. This first profession is a sign of growth of the province. We implore Mary, patroness of our Congregation, to continue guiding the brothers to remain faithful to their call, to be witnesses of God’s love for people, especially the vulnerable. We equally continue to be inspired by the same words of our founder found in 1 Cor 3:10: "According to the commission of God given to me I laid the foundation. Let each man take care how he builds upon it”. 
Bro. Moses Mgunda, Malawi

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In Memoriam

Brother Hans van Leeuwen
Hans was born on September 7, in the Hague, 1926. He made his first profession on August 15, 1948 and his final profession on August 15 1953. He passed away on November 21, 2023 in Maastricht, the Netherlands.
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[image: image15.wmf]
Brother Ignatius Ngadiso
Ignatius was born on May 15, in Blimbingan 1948. He made his first profession on December 8, 1973 and his final profession on December 7, 1980. He passed away on November 25, 2023 in Semarang, Indonesia.

[image: image16.wmf]Brother Gracious Sangber-Dery
Gracious was born on April 17, in Domangye, 1955. He made his first profession on January 10, 1981 and his final profession on November 25, 1989. He passed away on December 25, 2023 in Nandom-Mt Sion, Ghana.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Special Birthdays
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January


  6   Nicholas Yangtibr (85) - Wa-St Louis Community


  8   Kees Gordijn (80) - Maastricht, Prins Bisschopsingel


10   Godwin Kuu-ireme (50) - Nandom-Mt. Sion Comm.


14   Frans Turkenburg (90) - Maastricht-Bernardus


24   Michael Poedyartana (85) - Jakarta-Haji Nawi


28   Ivo Heatubun (75) - Limbe-Mary View

February


  5   Ludgerus Haryana Widada (60) - Boro

  6   Yohanes Sugiyono (60) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus


15   Antonius Paryanta (65) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus

17   Gregory Tang (75) - Tamale St Vincent de Paul House

March


  7   Johan Muijtjens (85) - Maastricht-Bernardus


27   Patrick Gyereh (65) - Accra
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