Morning Prayer
Friday, 25th October 2019
“Bro. Bernardus Hoecken 
and The Observance to The Constitutions”

Introduction

L. 
Lord, open our lips
A. And we shall praise your name.

L. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
A. as it was in the begining, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  Alleluya.
Antiphone




Psalm 5:1-2.4

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain? The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who keeps an oath even when it hurts,  and does not change his mind.
Dear Brothers, three days ago, on 22nd of October 2019, we commemorate Bro. Bernardus Hoecken who passed away in 1880. In this morning prayer, I invite you all to remember our co-founder in a special way as part of our gratitude for his life and for the abundant inheritance he left for us. 
His life at the earliest stage of our Congregation was an immeasurable blessing from God. God has used him to lay a solid foundation for our Congregation that at the beginning seemed very fragile. He gave himself fully to be God's instrument so that God Spirit blows in our community. As a result, we enjoy the life of the Congregation up to this day. It was not easy for him, but he become the cornerstone of the Congregation because of his great love to the brothers and the poor which gave him strength and perseverance.
We believe that he is now with his God that he loves and respects very much. Through all the struggles, he answered David’s question in the Psalm: “Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?” We believe that Bro. Bernardus Hoecken is the one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and does not change his mind. Grateful to God, let us now together sing:
Song

1. Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
2. Oh, may this bounteous God, through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed;
And guard us through all ills in this world, till the next!
3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The Son, and Him Who reigns with Them in highest heaven.

The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
Opening Prayer
God, our Father, we thank you for calling Bro. Bernardus Hoecken  to be your faithful servant to continue the mission of your Son, Jesus. You filled his heart with love and compassion for others. You touched his spirit with a lively faith and firm hope.  And you gave him grace to follow Christ in humility and obedience to your will. 
Humbly we pray, that by your merciful heart, we will also be blessed with radical trust to you, so that we may grow in wisdom, firm in commitment, and reach maturity of soul. Help us to make ever progress in all the aspects of our vocation. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. (Amin).
Reading of The Constitutions

Article 8

Bernardus Hoecken
In 1840 Bernardus Hoecken became the first superior of the Congregation’s first community. He himself was then still a novice; his fellow-brothers were aspirants. In 1842 he was among the first brothers who took their vows. For many years he guided the growing community, together with Father Rutten.
Just as Father Rutten he felt an apostolic preference for christian education and formation. He strongly urged the brothers never to lose sight of the poor.

Reflection
Every 22nd of October, FIC brothers, wherever they are, remember the death of Bro. Bernardus Hoecken, the co- founder of FIC. He is called to the eternity in the year of 1880, after almost 40 years gave his whole life to the service of the poor and of the Church through FIC. He took his first profession together with Bro. Josephus Etter on 2nd of February 1842 in very simple ceremony presided by Mgr. Louis Rutten, our Founder. Interestingly enough that one year before he made his temporary profession, he was elected as the first General Superior of FIC. It was on 2nd February 1841 when Mgr. Louis Rutten presided at the election attended by 5 members of the Congregation: 3 Novices and 2 Aspirants.
To tell the story, Bro. Bernard wrote in the Annals: “On 2nd February 1841, the first brother at Maastricht was given the religious habit by the very Reverend Founder. On that day too, Bro. Bernardus was elected superior and appointed as such.” Chosen as a General Superior for the new Congregation was a challenging administrative role that brought about a dramatic lifestyle changes for Bro. Bernardus, as a young Novice. His new “CEO” role, which he might be didn’t want to accept, was a boon for us all.
Song: 
Brother Bernard Hoecken, you laid the foundation stone.
We thank you and praise your name

and keeping your spirit alive.

One very important task he must bear as a head of the brothers was writing the Constitutions. To the first General Chapter held on December 8, 1841, Bro. Bernard wrote the report: “With wise counsel and judgement we are engaged in modifying the holy rules slightly in accordance with our needs here and with the aim of subsequently having them approved by His Lordship Mgr. J.A. Paredis, the newly-appointed Bishop of Roermond.” 
The task of composing Constitutions is vital because without the Constitutions, which has to be approved by the Holy See, a religious institute will never be part of the Church's ministry and the more important is it lives without any clear purpose. And if a community runs without purpose, what can still be expected? That is why, Bro. Bernardus worked very hard to realize a Constitutions for our community. He spent 4 tough years (1842-1846) to write FIC Constitutions. 
Many challenges he must faced. Not only because of limited knowledge and experience, but also because Mgr. Louis Rutten, who put more emphasis on good deeds, did not share his opinion. Bro. Bernardus wrote in the Annals in 1845 as follows: “The Very Reverend Founder, being somewhat more sedate than the superior, did not see the necessity of this in same degree. He considered it wisely deffering immediate action he succeeded in displeasing the superior considerably. The devil seemed to leave no stone unturned to bring about division and estrangement between the Very Reverend Founder and the superior; many disappointments and much opposition fell to his share... The Superior was still in the infantile years of the religious life and he shall and must undertake great things; the designs and rules which he thought necessary were rejected as not quite sufficiently well-considered.” 
When he ended his first term of office in 1847, the process of having our own Constitutions was continued by Bro. Servatius Voss until it received the approval from Rome, only provisionally. When Bro. Bernardus Hoecken was re-elected as a General Superior on 8 September 1857, he spent another years to polish up the Constitutions until it received  final approbation in 1870. 
Song: 
Brother Bernard Hoecken, you laid the foundation stone.

You give us inspiration
to trust God and serve his people.

Considering the hardship he faced and a lot of energy he spent on having our own Constitutions, Bro. Bernardus Hoecken always encouraged the brothers to be obedient to the Constitutions. He emphasized that in his letters, reports, and his advice. In Annals, it is said so: “He wanted strict observance of the holy rule, of prescripts and regulations; he gave the example and the brothers followed. But not all members were equally pleased…. It is true it was not very pleasant for the Superior General to see that his good intentions were explained wrongly in the case of some, but he gave them the good example and for the rest took little notice of those turbulent men.” In the end of 1858, Bro. Bernardus Hoecken concluded his annual report by writing: “Two things I recommend to you in particular: Prayer and strict observance of the holy rule.”
His second term of office, which lasted for 23 years, was completed when he died on October 22, 1880. He died on duty, during a visit at the community of Helmond.
Song: 
Brother Bernard Hoecken, you laid the foundation stone.

We brothers keep on building

In faith and grateful memory.
------------------- moment of reflection ----------------------
The message from Bro. Bernardus Hoecken, especially so that we are faithful in observing the Constitutions, seems like an outdated message for the consecrated life today. Here and there, people in consecrated life of today emphasize more on obedience to conscience than to a book of Constitutions. The Constitutions is still considered important, but slowly it seems increasingly alienated from daily reach. Perhaps, the Constitutions at the formation house is an exception. There, the candidates should dig inspirations from the Constitutions so that its message is recorded in the depths of their hearts.
At the present time, obedience is first of all understood as the ability to listen to God’s message through our conscience. That is the core of obedience act. However, listening to our conscience is not the only way to understand the will of God. The church document entitled “The Service of Authority and Obedience” no. 9 states that “God manifests his will through the interior motion of the Spirit, who “guides to all truth” (Jn 16:13), through multiple external mediations. In effect, the history of salvation is a story of mediation, which makes the mystery of grace which God completes in the intimacy of the heart visible in some way. .... Mediations that exteriorly communicate the will of God must be recognized in the events of life and in the specific requirements of a particular vocation, but they are expressed as well in the laws that give order to the life of groups of people and in the dispositions of those who are called to lead such groupings. In the ecclesial context, laws and dispositions, legitimately given, provide an insight into the will of God, becoming the concrete and ordered realization of the demands of the Gospel from which they are formulated and perceived.”

This can mean that obedience to the Constitutions, as a typical guide to our lives as FIC, can be an expression of our obedience to God's will, even though it's not the only means. The more we listen to the Constitutions, the more we can be helped to follow God's plan in our lives. Hopefully while remembering the example Bro. Bernardus Hoecken, we are also refreshed to be more eager to learn, contemplate, listen, and of course live out our Constitutions.
[image: image1.png]



(Picture of Bro. Bernardus Hoecken in the midst of the brothers who attended “Kapittel van de Oversten” in 1869. His gesture, opening a book followed by Bro. Dominicus who pointing at the same book, could be a strong message to the brothers to keep the Constitutions as the central of our live as FIC brother.)
Prayer
God, our Father, you have given us your Son, Jesus, to be our brother and our example in living out the obedience. Give us ears directed to your will. Help us to recognize you in the movement of the Holy Spirit, in the people who are in misery and misfortune and in the word of the Scriptures. 
Enkindle within our congregation, within our provinces, within our community and within each of us personally faithfulness to our call to serve you in the spirit of obedience and in the fire of love that burned in Bro. Bernardus Hoecken. We ask this, through Christ, our Lord. (Amen).
Song

Brother, let me be your servant
Let me be as Christ to you
Pray that I might have the grace
To let you be, my servant too.

We are pilgrims on the journey
We are travellers on the road
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will weep when you are weeping
When you laugh, I'll laugh with you
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we've seen this journey through

Brother, let me be your servant
Let me be as Christ to you
Pray that I might have the grace
To let you be my servant too

Dismissal

L. May the Lord bless us, keep us always in his love, and bring us to everlasting life.
A. Amen. 
L. Mgr. Louis Rutten and Br. Bernardus Hoecken

A. Pray for us

L. Mother Mary

A. Guide us.
2

